WR 410/510, Topics: Language (CRN 14999/15000)

Fall term, 2007, MWF 2-3:05 pm, PSC 218

Dr. Greg Jacob--725-3572 (school); 681-8397 (home)

Office Hours: Mon-Th 10:30-11:30, 409 Neuberger

Email: jacobg@pdx.edu/web.pdx.edu/~jacobg

Text: Language Awareness. Eds. Eschholz, Rosa, Clark. 9th edition.

          Style, Lessons in Clarity and Grace by Joseph Williams

Description: The purpose of this course is to foster an appreciation of the richness, flexibility, and vitality of the English language through discussion, oral presentations, and writing. In our readings we will cover an array of topics, for example, the history of English, the language of new technologies and advertising, the relationship between language and culture, and language, race, and gender. We will explore how language and American society are interconnected, and analyze how language can lead, mislead, and manipulate us. The essays represent a diversity of rhetorical strategies—narration, comparison, definition, argumentation—and a diversity of genres—position papers, personal narratives, memoirs, and academic articles.

Class Procedure: We will use our class meetings to discuss the assigned reading material in both small and large group format. Please have the material read before class. I will frequently engage us in writing to learn activities based on the assigned material; furthermore, we are also keeping a language journal, which will be explained below. Any in class writing, if to receive credit, must be made up before the next class period.  Several of the class meetings are set aside for peer review of early drafts. Papers have a twenty-four hour grace period before loss of a letter grade. 

Evaluation:  Fifteen percent of the grade is based on the in-class writing, class participation and peer review sessions.  The Journal is twenty percent, and the oral presentation is fifteen percent. The three papers are worth fifty-five percent (15, 15, and 20% respectively). 

The Language Journal: Throughout the term, you will, when prompted, analyze, interpret, or evaluate some discussion topic pertaining to one of the assigned readings, and once a week you will comment upon a newspaper article or magazine article that addresses a language issue, such as the English-only movement, political campaign metaphors, ad copy language, campus slang, doublespeak, linguistic imperialism, first-language learning, or any other related topic. Write no more than one hand-written page per entry.

Papers: Use MLA format for any in-text citation. Handouts will be provided.

Syllabus, Fall term, 2007
	Sept 24

Sept 26

Sept 28
	Course introduction; distribution of syllabus

Video, “Many Tongues Called English”

Read Part II, Writers on Writing.
	In-class writing

	Oct 1

Oct 3

Oct 5
	Chapter 1 (Malcolm, Keller, Raymond) 

Read Part I in Style

Chapter 1 (Langer, Roberts, Lamar)
	Journal entry

1st writing ass’n

Journal entry

	Oct 8

Oct 10

Oct 12
	Ch 3 (Cross, Orwell, Lutz, Murphy)

Peer review

Video, “Birth of a Language”
	In-class writing

Bring draft copies

1st paper due

	Oct 15

Oct 17

Oct 19
	Ch 3 (King, Hayakawa, Lewis, Marquez,

Mellix)

Discussion on the English-Only debate

Open
	2nd writing ass’n

	Oct 22

Oct 24

Oct 26
	Peer review

Read Lessons 3 and 4 in Style
Read Lessons 5 & 6 in Style
	Bring draft copies

2nd paper due

	Oct 29

Oct 31

Nov 2
	Language and Politics

Language and Politics

Open
	Journal entry

Journal entry

	Nov 5

Nov 7

Nov 9
	Language and Prejudice

Language and Prejudice

Read Lesson 12 and Appendix--Punctuation
	3rd writing ass’n

Journal entry



	Nov 12

Nov 14

Nov 16
	Language and Gender

Language and Gender

Language and the Media
	

	Nov 19

Nov 21

Nov 23
	Language and the Media

Conferencing

Thanksgiving
	Journal due

	Nov 26

Nov 28

Nov 30
	Peer Review 

Language and Advertising

Language and Advertising
	3rd paper due

	Dec 3


	Return papers
	


